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University of Patras joins the new transfer
phase of the European URWAN project to
promote Nature-based Solutions in
Mediterranean cities

The Department of Civil Engineering of the University of Patras is participating as a partner in the new
phase of the European project URWAN — Urban Regenerative Water Avant-garde(N), approved under the
Interreg Euro-MED Programme 2021-2027. The new phase aims to transfer and apply innovative
methodologies that support urban adaptation to climate change through Nature-based Solutions (NbS).

The new phase of the project will run for 18 months, from July 2026 to December 2027. It is co-financed
by the European Union and national resources, with a total budget of €799,984.00.

Building on the results developed during the project’s initial implementation phase, the new phase focuses
on transferring knowledge and tested tools to additional Mediterranean territories. Its objective is to
strengthen the capacity of local and regional authorities to plan, implement and monitor urban
regeneration and sustainable water-management interventions through participatory processes.

The URWAN partnership brings together 12 organisations from eight Mediterranean countries, combining
expertise in sustainable urban development, water management, climate resilience and Nature-based
Solutions. The project is led by the Regional Association of Italian Towns in Lazio — ANCI Lazio.

A widened partnership for a new phase.

The Transfer Phase, coordinated by Lead Partner ANCI Lazio (Regional Association of Italian Towns in
Lazio), welcomes new partners to the URWAN consortium, including the Regional Centre for
Development and Cooperation (RCDC, Albania), the MUSOL Foundation (Spain), the University of Patras
(Greece) and the Energy and Environment Agency of Arrabida (ENA, Portugal), alongside long-standing
partners IRIDRA, SVIMED, MedCities and others. During the meeting, all partners aligned on the project's



common methodology, tools, deadlines and next steps, laying the groundwork for a coordinated roll-out of
the URWAN approach to new territories.

The University of Patras participates in the project under the scientific coordination of Emeritus Professor
Yorgos Stephanedes. Within the framework of the project, the University will contribute to the
implementation of the Start Park co-design methodology in its intervention area, organise participatory co-
design workshops involving public authorities, the scientific community and citizens, and support the
development of a local implementation plan for Nature-based Solutions.

At the same time, the University campus will serve as a space for applying and demonstrating the
methodology, strengthening the connection between academic research, the needs of local communities
and the priorities of public administration.

The new transfer phase of the project was officially launched during an online kick-off meeting held on 21
July 2026, bringing together representatives of all partner organisations. During the meeting, the partners
discussed the planned activities, the common methodology, the implementation timetable and their
respective roles and responsibilities.

The activities of the new phase will make use of the tools and methodologies developed during the first
phase of URWAN, including the URWAN Enabler Pack, multilingual training materials, the URWAN
Nature-based Solutions Catalogue, the Start Park participatory co-design methodology, and the URWAN
Checklist, a decision-support tool designed to support the successful implementation of Nature-based
Solutions.

Through these activities, URWAN seeks to promote climate-resilient, water-smart and more liveable
Mediterranean cities, while facilitating the transfer of proven approaches and the exchange of knowledge
among municipalities, public authorities, universities, experts and local communities.

https://www.facebook.com/urwanproject https://urwan.interreg-euro-med.eu/

“The full participation of every partner in this kick-off meeting confirms the strength and
commitment of the URWAN partnership as we move into this new, ambitious phase of sharing

what we have built with more Mediterranean cities.” - Andrea Vignoli, URWAN Project
Coordinator, ANCI Lazio
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To MNaveriotruLo Matpwyv CUPPETEXEL
OTN vEAQ (PACHN TOU EUPWTIALKOU £PYOU
URWAN yLa tnv tpowBnon AUcEwv
Baolopevwy otn UGCN OTLG HECOYELAKEC
TTIOAELC

To TuAua MoAttikwy Mnxavikwv tou Mavemiotnuiou MNMatpwy CUPPETEXEL WG €TAlpPOG 0T VEQ
paon tou supwraikou e¢pyou URWAN - Urban Regenerative Water Avant-garde(N), n otola
gykpiBnke oto mAaiolo tou Mpoypappatog Interreg Euro-MED 2021-2027, pe 0toOX0 TN petagopd
KAl €£QapPoyr KAwoTtopwv PeBoSoAoylwv Tou UTIOoTNPEL{oUV TNV TIPOCAPHOYH TWV TIOAEWV
oTNV KALPatiki aAkayr peow Auoswv Baolopévwy otn duon (Nature-based Solutions — NbS). H
VEQ (PACHN TOU £pyou €xeL SLapkela 18 pnvwy, amd tov IovALo tou 2026 £wg Tov AskEPPBPLO TOU
2027. To €pyo ocuyxpnuatodoteital amod tnv Eupwraikr Evwon kat anod EBvikoug Mdépoug, pe
OUVOALKO TIpoUTtoAOYLOPO €799.984,00.

H véa @don tou €pyou a&lOTiOLEl TA ATIOTEAECPATA TIOU avVATITUXONKAV KATA TNV apXLKN
vAoTtolNoN TOU €pyou Kal €0TLACEL OTn MPETAYOPA TNG TEXVOYVWOLAG O VEEG TIEPLOXEG TNG
Meooyelou, VioxUovTag TNV LKAVOTNTA TWV TOTILKWY KAl TIEPLPEPELAKWY apXwV va oxedLadouy,
va g@appolouv Kal va TapakoAouBouv TapePPACEL AOTIKAG avayevwvnong Kat BLwolpng
Slaxeiplong twv udAtwy PEoa amo CUMPETOXLKEG SLaSLKAOLEC.

H etaipiky cuuTpa&n tou €pyou amoteAeital amo 12 opyaviopoug amo 8 HEGOYELAKEG XWPEG, OL
omolol ouvdudalouv TEXVOYVWOLlA OTOUG TOMELG TNG PLWOLPNG QOTLKNG avamtuéng, g
Slaxeiplong udAtwy, TNG KALPATLKAG aVOEKTIKOTNTAG KAl TwV AUCEWV Baclopevwy otn @uon.
ErikeaAng etaipog eival n Regional Association of Italian Towns in Lazio (ANCI Lazio). Zto



ETALPLKO OXNHUa cuppETEXOLV eTtiong ol IRIDRA s.r.l. (ItaAtla), to EuroMediterranean Center for the
Sustainable Development — SVIMED (ItaAia), n Make it Better — Association for Innovation & Social
Economy (MoptoyaAia), to MedCities (Iomavia), to Scientific Research Centre Bistra Ptuj
(ZAoBevia), n Energy and Water Agency (MdAta), o Afjpog Zapdyepo (Boovia kat Epleyofivn), To
Regional Centre for Development and Cooperation — RCDC (Zepfia), To 16pupa MUSOL (Iomtavia), To
Tunpa TMoAttkkwv Mnyavikwv tou [Maverotnuiou Matpwv (EAASa) kat n Energy and
Environment Agency of Arrdbida — ENA (MoptoyaAia).

To MavemotApo MNaTpwy CUPUETEXEL OTO €pyo ME Emiotnuovikd YmeuBuvo tov OpoTLUOo
KaBnyntn k. Mewpylo Ztepavidn. Zto mAaiolo tou €pyou Ba cUPBAAEL oTtnv €@appoyn tng
puebodoAoylag ouv-oxedlaocpuol Start Park otnv meploxr mapEPBacrig Ttou, oTNV opyavwon
OUMMETOXLKWY €pyaoctnplwyv ouv-oXeSLAOPOU HE TN OCUPMETOXN SnNUOCLWY  (POPEWV,
ETILOTNMOVLKAG KOWOTNTAG KAl TIOALTWY, KABWC Kal otnv avdamrtugn &vog totikol oxedlou
g@appoyng AVcEwV BaclopEvwy otn @uUon. NMapaAAnAa, N TTAVETILOTNPLOUTIOAN Ba AsltoupynoeL
WG XWPOG EPappoyng Kat eTSeLENg tng peBodoAoyiag, evioxuovtag tn cuvEEon tNG Epeuvag e
TLG AVAYKEG TNG TOTILKNG Kolvwviag Kat tng Snpootag dlolknong.

H entlonun €vap&n tng véag pAong Tou £pyou TIPAYUATOTIOLONKE PE SLASLKTUAKN EVapKTnpLa
ouvavtnon twv etatpwv otig 21 IouAlou 2026, katd TNV oTola TIAPOUCLACTNKE TO TIEPLEXOUEVO
TWV EMEPYOPEVWY SPACEWV KABWGE KAl OL GXETLKEG APPOSLOTNTEG TWV ETALPWV.

https://www.facebook.com/urwanproject https://urwan.interreg-euro-med.eu/

“H TAfPNG CUPPETOXT OAWV TWV ETAIPWY OE QUTI) TNV EVAPKTIPLO 6LUVAVTNON ETLRERALWVEL
tn_duvaun Kat tn &eopevon g oupmpagng URWAN, kabwg mpoxwpole og autn T vea Kat

POSE0EN @aon &lddoong OCWV EXOUHE SNULOUPYNOEL OE TIEPLOCOTEPEG TIOAELG TNG
Meooyetlou.” - Andrea Vignoli, Yuvtoviotrg tou £pyou, ANCI Lazio
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